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the rum during my stay at the Prairie du Chien. Immedi-
ately on my arrival I lost no time in assembling all the
Foxes, Sacks, Follesavoines, Sioux & Sauteux & did all in
my power to unite their hearts which were then very much
at variance. Having got the word of the Foxes, willing in
spite of themselves, through the frequent councils which I
held with them during the four days I remained there, T
concluded to leave the fifth day well foreseeing that if I
stayed longer I would not have the power to prevent the
danger which threatened me. The English Traders, who
had never deigned to answer my letter nor to disturb them-
selves much about the trouble I endured among the differ-
ent nations, enemies to one another, still sent the rum as
usual, & all my labours were on the verge of being de-
stroyed by the ambition of trade in so critical a time. The
day I proposed to leave was the day that Mr. Paterson as-
sembled the Sioux & held a Council with them, without my
knowledge & I was greatly surprised on their return from
Mr. Paterson’s that the greater part wished to leave me &
return home. I tried to find out what was said at this
Council but I could discover nothing except through a clerk
named La Batte. I asked him what Mr. Paterson could
have said to the Indians that made the greater part want
to returnhome. He then plainly said to me “ M r. Ainse as
I was present at the Council I can assure you that Mr. Pat-
erson said nothing but good to the Indians, having said that
he was master of Trade & that he was going to send to
have two forts built among them, also saying to them it is
true that your father Sir John Johnson is a great man but
it is not in his power to send me among you if I did not
wish it. Believe me, it is I, who am a Trader, that can take
care of you & send you all you need.” I did not hold a
long discourse with him well seeing that it would not be
good for me to stay here long. I had all the Canoes put
into the water & left in pretty bad order to go & camp
about three leagues farther down. The same evening L
sent some messengers with twenty branches of porcelaine
to bring back L’Aile Rouge (Red Wing) first war ‘chief of °
the Sioux & many others who wished to accompany him



